IS1  POLAND    LOST ?

During these campaigns, which lasted sixteen
years, the first German-Russian alliance against the
Poles came to pass. The Emperor secured the aid
of Jaroslav, Grand Duke of Kiev, who was to
invade Poland from the East. However, despite all
the forces ranged against him, Boleslaw ultimately
forced Henry II to sign a treaty with him. As
part of this treaty he obliged Henry to send a body
of Teutonic Knights with him on a punitive
expedition against Jaroslav. Boleslaw was now un-
disputed ruler of a vast territory, which included
the whole of Pomerania, the whole of Silesia, and
the Duchy of Cracow. Boleslaw was also firmly
established on the Baltic coast, and also had a
temporary hold on the whole of Russia.

The dynastic disputes that followed upon the
death of Boleslaw between the numerous branches
of the Piasts were an expression of old tribal differ-
ences, intensified by characteristic Slav individual-
ism and stubbornness, and there were repealed
interventions on the part of Poland's neighbours.
Under Mieszko II (1025-1034), German overlord-
ship was again recognized and Lausitz and the
fortresses in Russia were lost. During the years
1034-1038, the equilibrium of the country was
disturbed by a struggle for the succession and in
consequence of a Czech irruption Cracow, Breslau
and other cities were destroyed. Under Casimir I,
known to history as Casimir the Pacific (1040-
1058), both the frontiers and power of Poland were
restored. He was followed by Boleslaw the Bold,
who reigned until 1079. Boleslaw went to the aid of
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